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Treasury Chambers,
3 July 1817

Sir,

I am commanded by the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's
Treasury to desire you will cause the aforegoing Return (so far as
relates to the Library of Sion College) to be forthwith prepared in
Duplicate and transmitted to me that the same may be laid before the
House of Commons in obedience to the above Order.

I am, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

C. Arbuthnott.
To the Librarian of the
Library of Sion College.

Sion College^ Court Minutes, vol. E, p. 28.

Letters similar to the above were also received by the Librarians of the
other privileged libraries.

A PRINTED CIRCULAR LETTER
ADDRESSED BY THE LIBRARIAN TO THE FELLOWS AND INCUMBENTS OF
SION  COLLEGE
Sion College,
20 April 1818.
Reverend Sir,
By direction of the Governors of Sion College I beg to inform you,
that a Bill has been brought into the House of Commons to amend an
Act passed in the 54th year of his present Majesty, intituled, "An Act
to amend the several Acts for the encouragement of Learning..."
The professed object of the Bill is to compell the Libraries, which by
the above Act are entitled to a copy of any Book published, to pay for
it at a rate to be fixed by Parliament. This, if carried into a law, will
seriously affect this Library, and deprive it of rights granted upwards
of a century since, clearly defined and rendered more effective by the
Act of the 54th year of his present Majesty. I am therefore desired to
request your particular attention to the subject, arid if you have any
friends in Parliament, that you will be so kind as to mention to them
the extensive benefits of this Library, which you are aware contains
upwards of 17,000 volumes, besides Manuscripts, etc,, and is as open
as any Public Library in the Kingdom, being free for all the Clergy of
London, whether Rectors, Vicars, Curates, or Lecturers, and to any
other Person of character, whether of the Clergy or Laity, properly
recommended to the Court or the President.
Allow me to add that the Court will be obliged by any information
you may be enabled to afford them on the subject.
I am, etc.
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